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Sir/Ma’am,

BT '~ il reforence to above mentioned  subject regarding  extension of
priroastotiad oppos ol 1 Sant DBaba Bhag Singh University,Jalandhar, Punjab
e by Ban alrcady apphed for extension of approval for the academic year 2024-
1 ey bring 1o vour kind linowledpe that the [ollowinge resolunon was
pansced on 50 Mas 2024 by the General Courne il of the Bar Council of lndm‘
with respect 10 grant of provimonal approval of affiiation, to existing Centres ol
ool toaucaon /Colleges, whiose approval cam repular anspeonion e hos boen
e emiterl, appiication of extensiol ol approval of alfiliation s pending, but.nu
mpcction could e done or the inspection has been done, but anspecton
it ',.",-s could ot b placed Lelore the Legnl Lducation Comrmutiece or the

Cannddinnge Cormmmiatie (e the neandentic yeafr 20242025
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“OMPLYING :‘!,,::I{A-}HglEJL@MB?‘_QE,_ILE_GJAL__I‘JDUCA’IION IS
CCULATIONS | ND M;\ﬁb_&f%%lﬁ%v_'__snpux,mf;n NORMS, RULES,
A AS WELL AS WITH GUIDELINES OF BAR COUKCIL OF
'HE ATTACHEL Ciﬁéulﬁ%’nm ENUMERATIONS STIPULATED IN
D: 465/% 2&-51%&._3&!11&11}118 LETTER) BEARING NOS.
164/2024/CIR -,.06/2"()_2‘4_‘9-%&12&2&“’\-NLXLJBF‘"B) BCL_D:
D: 96972\ Jail ] 4(LE) DATED 20.05.2024(ANNEXURE-C),
WD BULD :5(.2. /CIR.007) DATED 21.05.2024 (ANNEXURE-
s -l_{“qlztt_ (LE CIRCULAR NO. 008/2024) DATED
. /'_“PLIAI_KEE L T%ﬁﬁ%é‘”“ AND _SHOW _CAUSE NOTICES AND
HIS LETT! 1R MUSTH}fEE gggﬁ}“? T TR i or
Nl o TED TO THE BAR COUNCIL OF
VATCH.. TEE APPLI(S:AOTEI‘OTHE RECEIPT OF THIS LETTER FAILING
Poae e LR APPLICAT) (1;1 FOR EXTENSION OF APPROVAL FOR
202425 SHALL NOT_BE_ ONSIDERED AND IF APPROVAL, IS
CADEMIC SESSION 2024-2025, THE
SAME MAY BE WITHDRAWN TOO.

’!‘jﬂ"’ﬂqf

The provisional approval of affiliation shall be conditional and is subject to
compliance as per_circular dated 05.02.2020 bearing No.BCI:D:158
(LE:Circulation No.01/2020), issued to all Centres of Legal education, as
per the oxtoended time of such compliance, whercby every Centre of Legal
Educztion/college is required to zubmit_a cer_:ijje_cl_gy_ghentigted' bank
statcment bearing bank stamp, date and signature, mandatorily with
respect to the salary/ ies being disbursed to all the teachers/faculties every
threc _months with effect from March, 2022 on a regular basis, unless
specifically sought at other intervals, and also furnish list of teachers with
qualifications as pcr BCI and UGC Rules, and further furnish proaof/receipts
of fulfillment of minimum library requirements, as enumerated under
Sc_h_cc]u!c-[l_l,r‘lgilc-ls, Minimum Librury requirements of Legal Education
Rules-which is_the sine qua non of a Centre of Legal Education. Certain
show _causc __notices and compliance letters had also been issued
siﬁeciﬁc:llel_x to certain Centres of Legal Education/Colleges, with conditions
mentioned thercin, which have to_be complied too as_per_the time
st__ipql_ix_gzrixﬁ;, thercin, and if the Mt_ggz_n_go_mplicd with they must be
complied with immediately.

*The last date for compliance of the above referred circular has expired on

31st Aupgust 2022, It was extended from time to time due to the
pandemic. As a last opportunity, ensure to coemply with the same,
otherwise the provisional approval of affiliation being issued herewith

may be withdrawn.

vo.. may kina. . bear in mind that the Bar Council of India is
the sole and -uprerme sarctioning authority for seats and it
does not allow any supernumerary quota of seats for law
deqree courscs, over and above the sanctioned strength of
s:_.-;ts and whatever reservation of seats 1is to done by the
University unaor whichever quota as a rule has to be done
within sanctioned strength of seats. The only supem?tme.rary
quota, as of now permitted by the Bar Council of India, 1s 10
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pereent seats in F .
crgth of . »tstc:‘lfiStgllOta over and above the sanctioned
cogect to adc quate o ed/approved by BCI and that too, is
accommodate the s infrastructure and qualified faculty to
to be adhered ;'o 1 uPef‘Hu-merary seats. The same is required
e is discoy [f there is any default on such part and the
‘iscov. red subsequently, action shall ensue.
<ite CLE is

«:dvised to declar .
onsideration e the same voluntarily for

el 8 ;ftthe same in a manner which will not be
aret e tha in erests of the students admitted, if any, over
oo 1e sanctioned seats as a one time opportunity. The
samne shall not be construed to be applied prospectively.

It is pertinent Lo point that no University in India can offer a 4
vear LL.E or irtegrated LL.B, followed by a 1 year LL.M ‘it'r‘r/fi'er
up with a foreign University under the pres;:nt BCI
r‘cﬂgulations. Such a Law degree, nor the post qualiﬁcatign
ajcter it, is recognised by Bar Council of India. The BCI only
rccognizes the pattern of a 12th class +3 {gr"ciduuti'on in any
stream+3 (vew Law degree) andfor a 12 + 5 year integrated
law degree.

While exchangc programs of teachers and students have been

undertalcen by Centres of Legal Education including, Law
Universities in India, Dual Degrees or joint Degrees with
Foreign Universities have not been permitted or recognized by

CI. It is essential to emphasize that any foreign
collaboration involving legal education institutions, must
strictly adherc to the regulatory framework established by the
Ear Council of India. It cannot compromise on the quality of
leyal educaticit mandated by the BCi It's worth noting that
uniess a degree is recognized by the BCI in India, it holds no
validity withi:. the country. Therefore, a degree obtained from
an Indian Usiiversity, being recognized solely in a foreign
jrzrisdictiorn, ithout recognition in India, would be of no
cornsequeice Lo the university or its students.

Y pecognition and approval of law degrees are exclusively

within the puiview of the Bar Council of.India. Consequently,
if. upon thorot .gh evaluation it is determined Law degrees are
being issued bY Universities against the rules and norms of
Bar Council o/ India, recognition of such degree/s' shall be
withdrawn and such degree holders shall not be entitled to be

enrolled in any State Bar Council in India.
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and it’s L. gal Ed i

o ucation Committee have time and again
ueM and clarified, that it does not recognise
-.d or any Law degree course through online
ndence, open and/or distance learning mode.

Feserated, sto
o andj/or i
oce, correspt

Las s
further -ome to the attention of the Bar Council of India

;'I.—, JE chga;_’ Education Committee that certain institutions
¢ olienng Master of Arts (MA) programs with a Law subject,
N »pen. and cistance learning mode, or online mode which
attempls Lo i.imic the structure and content of a Master of
(- .»s (LL.M.) r -ogram. Upon careful examination, it has been
o0 )r_ucd that uch an endeavor is beyond the scope and intent
., < Master o/ Arts Degree and is deemed impermissible. It is
-f“-cz‘f:by clarificd that such MA degrees will not be recognized
by the BCI as cquivalent to a Master of Laws (LL.M.) degrece and
v~ the purpos: of teaching of LL.B. Course.

it s erucial o clarify that the designation “IIA” signifies
“piaster of ~arts,”  whereas «r[.M.” represents “Legum
. Magister,” a Latin term denoting ¢ “Master of Lcws” Degres=.
The distinctior. between these two titles is significant, as an
LL./. degree (s specifically tailored for graduates of law
oroyrams, whereas an MA degree encompasses a broader
range of a-ademic disciplines and is separate and
discinguisned rom Master of Laws Degree. It is a deliberate
cttempt to bypass LL.M. in such a manner.

- The BCI emphasizes that an MA degree with a Law subject
Ao-s not conj.r the same benefits or privileges as an LL.IM.
Jecree. Indivic uals holding an MA degree in Law will not be
.ntitled to th benefits typically associated with possessing
wn LL.M. deg:ce, nor will they be eligible to teach in LL.B
degree progiiims. Pursuit of legal education at the
Hestygraduate {evel, in the form of an LL.M. degree, 1is
restricted  to individuals who have completed their
undergraduaic legal studies while it is clarified that any
spc:cializcd biranch of law offered at the master’s level,
without the LL.B./BA.LLB qualification as the requisite entry-
evel credentiul, shall not be recognised as equivalent to an

Li.vl. degrce.

- 1 is imperative for all stakeholders in the legal education
secoror tc unda srstand that the distinction between dan MA
degree and ail LL.M. degree is significant. An MA degree ?u'ith
a Law subject ioes not fulfill the requirements for recognition
by the BCI as &« qua!iﬁcation equivalent to an LL.M. degree.



» seruves to clarify the position of the BCI on the recognition

’ *.‘IA ‘(lug.rc.. i with a Law subject and to prevent any
nusconceptiors regarding their equivalence to LL.M. degrees.

BCI und i:s Legal Education Committee has further also

_.I.U({d that unning an MA (with Law subject) by any such
wiode is an uttempt to mimic an LL.M, which is also not
permitted by such mode.

!t nas also becn brought to the notice of Bar Council of India

¢ some enrities claiming to be Centre of Legal Education
offer ing courses through distance
cducation/correspondence mode, under the nomenclature of
thc degree of LL.M. or LL.M. professional, where anyone even
without LL.B. can get an LL.M. degree, and, the same persons
are also getting registered for Ph.D., appearing for UGC NET
-te. thereby diluting quality of legal education.

Tiis is an illegal practice and Bar Council of India shall not
ncsitate in taicing stringent action against such centres.

“ As per the orcer of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India dated
29.08.2019 pussed in Writ Petition (Civil) No.1510 of 2018,
titled as Vinit Garg Vs. University Grants Commission and as
e the earlie: order of Hon’ble Supreme Court of India dated
U5.11.2017 passed in Civil Appeal Nos.17869-17870, arising
cut of SLP No. 19807-19808/2012 in the case of Odisha Lift
irrigation Cor; Ltd. Vs Ravi Shankar Patro&Ors., the Hon’ble
Supreme Couit has held that an University has to obtain
permission  jrom the concerned regulatory body for
initiating/starting, opening and conducting any distance
lecarning coursc/s.

ser UGC Regulations 4(A)(iv), (Open and Distance Learning
o grammes <o Online Programines) Regulations, 2020, the
Higner Educational Institution must have the approval or
recommendations of the statutory or regulatory authority, in
+his case, th. Bar Council of India (BCI), for offering law
srograms in Jpen and Distance Learning mode or Online

-'f;(!-‘lc.

Explanation: i rogramimes as mentioned at clause (iv) shall be

considered only when these are recommended by the
respective statutory oOr regulatory authority or regulatory
council to offer in Open and Distance Learning mocde or Online

otle. as applicable....... i
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tflcrm;,,-c_ -he Distance Education Bureau under UGC
b "-A,:c;tl_r,‘ prc'ibits courses in engincering, law, medicine,
upp;:,d ::;‘: ‘“fiy' nursing, architecture, physiotherapy,
" , » an othcr. such programs from being offered

ough onlinc mode without approval from the respective
statutory or requlatory bodies.

- - L3 a - .
Some Universities, including some reputed Universities are

running  such  programs in flagrant violation of clear
di-cctives an. guidelines as stipulated above and without
even having made a request or application to BCI in this
-"L‘!‘-’»’r‘d.. {: is cctegorically made clear, such programs have no
recognition and/or approval from BCI

", 's rust « sure to comply with these directives, failing

L

ch necesse y action will ensue.
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# pr sffidavit/undertaking to comply with the conditions mentioned above
shall be required to_‘bg-svubmjtte_:_d7by)vay_o_l_gvu!y_@t_u*i;ed affidavit within
15 days of receipt of this letter by way of hardcopy and also_ by way of
scanned copy  at complianceaffiliationlel agmail com with _heading-

COMPLIAXCE TO PROVISIONAL APPROVAL-REQUIREMENTS.

then their application_for g_xger_t;ip_n_,()f'up_p_roy;Eo___r_'_E.!__DZﬁ-:LO:.!5 shall not
be considered and, _lfl_;app_rp_galjggm_nted__for_t!.nc,ac,adg‘rgiq_s_g

2025, it may be withdrawn,

It is made clear that if any Centre of Legal Education, comply to above

ssion 2023-

You are herchy allowed to adrait students imparting five year BA LL.B course
with intake of two sections of 60 students for a period of one year i.e. for the

academic year 2024.2025, subject ta conditions mentioned above.

Universities who have not yet completed one time online repistration on the

basis of the link/s sent on thelr official email ids are required to fill the
tion form, & upload registered documents and photographs within a

registra
{21 days, failing which appropriate action will ensue.

period o

W pending fee/ any other (efe Wik h may he payable in future

ey bne kindly ensured (o b compled with as and w hen intimated 1n the (utare

Nate - Kindly ensure to submit English translation of all documents being

furnished by you in Hindi or in any other reglonal language to BCL

»" wote- In accordance with the Council resolution passed on February 20,

2022, the refundable guarantese a
Additionally, (C.L.E.’s) who had previousl
Jakhs are now required to pay the rema
guarantee fee of Rs. S lakhs for a single coursc.
the guarantee fee stands at Rs. S lakhs per course.

mount per course, is set at Rs. 5 lakh.
y deposited a guarantee fee of Rs. 2
ining Rs. 3 lakhs to meet the tatal

For each additional course,

B




Very important:

Please
affidavit/reply and’ henceforth ensure to send any compliance
o i " é affiliati
tt.z CIE:?;p.lxallcuz}fﬁlzutxonlc2 ¢« gmail.com tion orders separately
ebei¢ gmail.com, Please do' apart from copying it
to proledepartment agmail.com, not send any email/s

For any othe i
y r qucry/ies you may send e-mail/s to dlebecivgmail.com

Mus s lon . c ¢ - N
\VOull nlorm Wion t\”d. ne 5 [0}
cessdr C Iﬂpll nce d“d action

Yours sincerely,
—y_. o F
._[Nalin'{léj Chaturvedi)
Joint Secretary, BCI
[Legal Education Department|

{Ashok Kumar Pandey)
Joint Secretary

HOD, Legal Education Dept. }j
/It
(Srimanto Sen)
Secretary
Copy to

ihie Secretary

f1ar Council of Pui 2b & Haryana
Law Bhawan, Daksiun Marg
Seclor — 37 A, Near Batra Theater
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This must be continued to be submitted every
shres ronths without fail

Other Condition
A. Conditions/Rules of Legal [Fducation

regarding which compliance affidavit has to

Kiadly sleo farsal purchase receipts of Indian Bar Review sad
other minimum LiSrary reqguiremmest failing which the Cestre

Castre of Legsl Réuncation CLE) as kﬁsdﬂ.-ggcun)gm_g
Legs] Pducatinn siands for the following 3ad is bein: reproduced
below fof CORTERMARSE

aCentres of Legal Fducation™ mrons (&) All approved

 Departments of Low ef Universitics, Colleges of Law,

Colleges wnder recognized Universities and
affiliated Colleges or Schonls of law ef recopnized Universilies
- -

Provided that @ Department ©F College or Inszitution
conducting €orres nece cosrsés through distance education

It Camtrs of Legal Egasation = trerted ' gueare_petablphment

;MM.ﬁ 2 Legai Az Crmigv prr Clagse- | i Schweduw I
A ﬁ'uk: i o the Peti¥ of Te Legs: Taurnton poies - 2008 CLE
should keep sctiveted Legal hud Cliner.

Centre_of Legal Kduoation miest enamE 1o vt <Tendcal sulgerts
and grve rmarks as pet 1he wr S,

y ~ , R B

i abotiks ermste fhe paymert of sslary
T raehery ae per Bulea 2 schedule 01, Part ¥ of 301 |
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The Lbrary should be
Legal Education Rules

(V)

(V1)

(Vi)

(Vi)

(IX)

(X)

I,‘lnlf‘hml as per Clause 16 of Schoduale 1 of
2008 given below

13 61 i

Libri-i:::;‘;‘h:ﬁb;my requirement: To start with, a Law
D of din ave a sct of AIR manual, Combo offer of
e Pvt, Ltd. (containing clectronle vorslon of
Reseurcgreme quurt and High Court Data basnos
S 1950-2015 (four conncctions onch) Cr. L.J.
=l uasc 1950-2015(four conncctions) AIR Privy
= cil Data Base 1900-1950 (four connections) AIR
Tannual latest 6th Edition(1-45 Vols,) AIR Journal 2015,
Cr. L.J. 2015, L.I.C. 2015, AIR Civil Cascr 2015, AIR
Law Lines 2015, AIR Checque Dishonour Reports 2016,
AIR  Accident Claims and compensation 2015,
Institution shall get clectronic versions updated ovory
vear by AIR Pvt. Ltd. Central Acts nand Locanl Acts,
Criminal law journal, SCC, Company cascs, Indian Bar
Review, selected Judgements on Professional Ethics
and Journals with the back volumces for at least ten
years and also such number of text books in cach
su.bjccts taught during the period arcocdini t the
minimum standard ratic of tca Took. .or :uch
registecred students. For running integrated program,
text books of such other subjects arc also to be kept in
the similar minimum ratio.

The Centre of Legal Education should keep in mind that
minimum 10 scts of Indian Bar Review, sclected judgments and
professional Ethics published by Bar Council of India Trust and
the AIR volumes/set must be promptly ot-lered for the library if
not already ordered, as it is an esscntial requirement to run a law
college which is stipulated by Bar Council of India, Legal
Education Rules 2008 framed under a Parliament Act,

The Center of Lega! Education is directed to make a minimum
investment as provided below for upgrading it's library as per the
following guideline :-

“Today with the increasing cost of journals, books, wi-fi, e-
library and online facilities including IT. facllities, the
minimum investment by each university should be Rs. 10
lakhs for each year. However for any university/decmned
university in rural area, the investment should be Rs. S
Lakh and for all other affiliated colleges in the urban arca
it should be Rs. 2 lakis and in rural area it should be Rs. 1
lakh.”

Teacher Student ratio shall be 1:40 as pes Schedule-Ill, Rule-11,
Clause-17, Part-IV of Bar Council of [India Rules.

Centre of Legal Education is directed to inform the timings of
the classes.

Centre of Legal Education_must ensurc that not less than threc
pcrcent scats are reserved for persons with disabilities.

Centre of Legal Education shall equip itsell to provide
appropriate facilities in terms of the physical infrastructure,
academic infrastructure and any other facilities required for the
effective participation of disabled students, tecachers and stafl in
their respective activities. For e.g. (a) ramps in public buildings
and (b) Braille symbols and auditory signals in elevators or lifts.




